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I ~AW'-1':'74 

:T :I !G A:1D EXPLO!"'!.Trn:1 /~CTIVITY 

;:i ne ral activitv in Jr!a'.'o ha s heen pursued 1·!it:·, cautious ort~ f'l i sm r,urinr, 
1~74. DPrnan(s and p~ic~s for mos t mineral commo~itics ~a ve i ncreased this y~ar~ 
t~e i'.S. r.ur('aU of :·ines ::sti111atcs t:ic cvcrall va lue of Icaf·,o 's mi neral procuction 
s!'oulG surrass last yc-ar's ~lY,%1, ':l~D. by sorne fort.~1 per cent. Hiis orti misrn 
~a s ~een counter-~alanc0d in so~e areas an0 in sor.ie colilflloriti es by t~e restrictive 
effects of fc::'r-:ral rolicics and Dro']rar!'ls. 

T'~2 l onq produc.tivr. Co t:ur d' .',l;~ne '.1in inet Gistrict s:101'!S sirms of i nv i ')or;,it ion 
as t he naticn cieriancs a\:~cd rroductior. rcsultinq in tl :e prosp~cts of five dollar 
silver. forty cent zinc, t 1"0 l;it l ead aild one ::undrr/ eighty C.:ollc:r !]Old . :•ota: le 
of t!:e rl is ·~rict's ne1·• look is the /'sc;rco-Cceur d'Pleile . ii.cs "Coeur" sil ver r.iine 
t:~i s t~n nillion :ollar iilvcstr.cnt 1:•ill h!vc a -1S0-~:o:i- p:.-. r-c!ay r.ill \"it;1 an ant ici­
patc:d 1S'7G r:.be 01Jtrut rate of over t !"O riilli on ou:;cr.s of sil ver. /".s such, it 
s::oul d f·e t~ ~C? natioi1 's fourt:1 lar9est sil ver pro1:'.ucin9 r:iinP. . Tr·c- i:ecla i~ining 
C0~pany-Gr lco~~a . :inin~ rcrporation's un~erqround exploration program on the ~l~ce 
Consoli r:atr:•.! Inc. 's property is i r:dicati ve of the !IOOc! of t he a r~a. 

P~osphatc pro~uction i n southeastern I~aho is cxran~in~ at a rate ~·~ich is 
linited prir:iarily hy federa l l ea sin0 policies. A regiona l ~nv i ronmcnta l i ~ract 
stoter.ci:t bcfrg prc.pcred principolly by the 1l.S . i.eolc0ical Survey, the P.S. 
··ureau of Land :·an39r.-2nt and tlle U. S. Forest Servic~ 1·:ill lli1i.:cuLta cly be a kcy­
sto:ie in tr~ future <:ev2 l opment of phosp: :a te ccrosits t·e_vond t~e ext r: ns ion of 
cxistira!} pits . i.;1 ei<}~:teen to V:1enty-four mo;i th "r:ioritoriur.i '' on expans i on south­
east of t!1e Snak0 Pla:ie in the p;·,osp:Oate region •::ill i n;1ibit i r.imed iate ai!d 
cxt::r.s i ve cor:rri tnents or exrendi tures to r:·.eet ri:· osp'.··ate ne:e(1S: curren tly, devel op­
n~ntcl a;:d ;irocessin:i ventures sucl~ as t ha t rropos~c by ::ati onal Steel rorporation­
So11t:1~· ·ire Corporation-~arth Sci ences Inc., nort'.•r-ast of Soda Sprin9s r.iu st a~,·ait 
~ove:nY~u1t?. l action. 

Sc~ttere~ atout I~aho are incl icati ons t~at past cxrl ora tion and eval uation 
effcrts are paying off . earth nesources Comnany and ranaclian Superior n11 (l !.S .) 
Ltd. :·uve com itted in excess of t1-1elvc ni11ion collars to t:1e devc lorr.•ent of an 
ope:n pit sil ver an~ gol d mine in t~'. e Dcl.anar Di strict of ':'1 .. yhee County. Product ion 
!:iy 197'" s:~oulc i11cri"!ase IC:a:-o's sil ver pro."ucti on Ly ai,ou t 103 . T:e r:crf:.cr Cliffs 
r:1ine in the Cu,.,ru111 "i strict is cor.ir lc>ti n9 its sccont: f1:"11 year of produc tien 11i t h 
an an;;w11 cor,per pro' uct frn in the one nnc! onc··!1a if ~; 11 ion ;iound range anc! a nn1Ja 1 
silver pror'uctio~ ever t:-. irty t: ;o:Jsan~· ouncc-s. i 'ill expa;,sion is L!n::ler• .. ay t 1.c:re 
anr'.. '::'.1c. r;:i:1e :·,a s pro:;ressed into th2 opt;n pit staC]e. r:~e no l y~df'num pros;1ects 
of t'-:1? T'" c,r·1psoil \.rr.C'i: area near Challis '.1avc r0ccive(; r·.):tr:nsi·1c cori;i<J ant! t ui-:r.ell­
ing ~s C: ;ve1oi;nrnta l c.c ti vitfos ~ -y Tu~.ca;·ori1 :·fo i nn Ccrr;orat ic:-i c:nc' Cvprus :ines 
Cor;,oriltion t a!:r: cin a sc:rious nature. I nc! i c~tior.$Ji!re tl:at r.c{! rly C'nc nillio:i 
1:ol1 &rs :.a s k :en sprnt !~y Et'.:yl Corpcrat i or. on c~:.: vclo1'::i~nt of l·yanite c'.cposits 
near Koos~i a in Idaho County. 



Idaho ex'.'.'erienc~d its firs~ r:iajor comitr::::nts this .''C:t:.r in a ne-:~ oin~ral 
r~sourc= area--t::at of ~:o·i·.:·.::m:n1 :iot2ntfol. Curr2ntl.v on state 1 ti:id, 2C.9 ,457 
acr-:?s in 723 dif7::rent sr:ctions a:~2 under aoolication for 12;,i.sin., bv t:-iirt~~n 
diff2r2nt l ess2~s; about 50,000 acres r2ryr2s~nt areas in conflict f~c~ du1lf­
catc anolication. ~t t~J sam2 ti112, 1,123,515 acres of federal land hav~ boon 
fili?d u1on for 02ot\::rmal cxriloration \'!ith a0out 50,00~ of th::?sc ~crcs in con­
flict. !Jn:? 'J:mnit for n:oth0rmal dr'illinn in t'.12 state l1as bJ ::::n issued b•1 th2 
J:?1art:.i:nt of '.'at2r ?.2scurc2s. In the sai:i12 li11!1t, t :1r02 ri.::mits \·1(? r2 issu ~d 
t:iis ''2ar for d::::o, 'J'?trol::ur.i drillinn b11 th2 J:.:oartm2nt of Lands; as !J~r its 
~iistcr", Ida:10 s t i11 · s '.101:!s no si~ :iifi cant hydrocarbon '.Jroduction. 

Ir. su:::iar', t~12 n.::t ;ff::ct in Idaho of i ncr2as inn d.::nand and nri c::s on 
nin2;~l co::i.~oditi2s has bcGn to increase Droducti on, to add to r2s6rves ~ v 
::ia!,inn k;iQ'·m E1in2raliz ::d areas mor2 '.?COno~.1i callv suitabl e for 111i ni nci and to 
i ;:-.:'ro\11:: t'.1::: r.: turn on 2xploratory and d :: v2lo~;~1.:;~ta l GX!Xm<lituros. Exc.Jf) t in 
ar2as curr~ntlv und2r ~reducti on, nov2rnn:nta l ~olici ~s and ~ron r~~s ~il l ryro­
'n bl11 !1:1v::: as ;.;uc:1 2ff2ct on Idcho'.s f ut ur2 1:iin~ra l ::i ic~ur..:: as :~ ill? r :?sourci s 
fo.:;:;sc 1 v :::s. 
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Y: '.TR"IDUCTW~! 

T•·:o naior mrn rnn areas continue to dor:ifaat~ activit·1 in Ida'io; t1ese are 
t1e Coeur d'~l ene nis~rict of nort1ern Idf~o and th2 P1os 1~ate neni on of ~outh­
:astE:rn Idaho. I!"l t 11~ latter area Federal restrictions en ne"1 1"11:1-ino is a r~.ajol" 
concern to the ooerr.tors as their co"'ments 1•1ill sho•·• in the first nart of t~is 
re~ort. T~e ~idd le ~ort ion of the r enort covers Local Areas of Activ itv else­
\o. '1ere th rouG~o •Jt t1e state a···ai"i:.inq nirieral exn loraGon and deve l orJment. T1e 
r~Jo rt conciud~s •1i th a su~mary of-~eot1ermal and Petroleum ~ctivitv. 

Co2ur d'~lene Di strict 

A-·'= r ic i!n Snel tinq And P.efininq Comoany-·-Construction of the Coeur surface pl an t 
started about mid-year and is continuing. A connection was ~ade with the ~al ena 
r.:i r.e 1·.ror ki nss , an: rais~ s are being dr i ven to prepare the mine for prod•Jction. 

After comol etion of develooment work and construction of a 45~-ton- o~r-day 
mill by mid-1 97f., t:-ie ne1'/ min2 i s exDected to start producing 2.2 million 
o~n ce s of sil ver per yea r . 

The Coeur !Jroj ::ct has been under exploration an d dev2l oom2nt bv .4sc.rco 
over the ;Jast 10 y2a rs at a cost to date of $1') million. Knm·:n res er v~s rlus 
t hose th2t Asarco can r2asonably be assured of developing should be suffici en t 
to p::rmi t the mi n2 t o ope rate for 1Q years . 

Sunsh i ne :·.inir.q Coi71pany- -Long rnnge explorc:; tion !'/O:-k in t f-i2 Sunshine? mine has 
b~2n succ::ss ful in discoveri ng potenti2l new or~ sources . A si l ver vein discover2d 
n2ar t he #12 shaft on the 3700-foot l evel is being ~x~ l orcd and devel op2d by 
drifti ng an d diamond dril l ing l ,100 fee t lower on the 4800-foo t l evel. Dri f t 
·:o rk to dat2 !v.:s 002n2d a 100 foo t ore l ength on the 430'1-foot level wh ich aver?tges 
2~ou t f i ve f~et in wi dth. 

Dia~ond drilli ng of a ve in in the Big Creek Apex-Sno~storm area , which is 
pres<:nt ly be ing mined on th2 4:JOQ-foot 12vel, shm·1~d ore of commi.:rcia l qua lity 
below Vi .:? 4300-foot lev2l. 

H:::cla--'l:?st Indi::nend2nce Project 1·1as continued during 1974 at the Star- 'lorning 
ar ;;a , i n t h:: nort1".:2st2r l y part of th!:: district . Tile !·lorning rlo. 6 Turine l affords 
access for the Al ive Consoli date and South !~rning exn lorat ion projects. Hecla 
is the ope rator of both proj ec ts . In the former, an exnl oration headina has 
be.:n driven v1estHly a dis tance of ?. ,377 feet from the tu11n2l l arqcl v 1vithin the 
.Cl.lice consolidated r rooerty. · 

In the South f ~rnin~ Proj: ct, there is a simil ar nrogram of west2rly drifti ng 
from t !-ie :~o rni ng i!o . 6 Tunnel. 

Expl orcti on an1 mini ng cctivities in the Co ~ u r d'Al ene District have been 
ht~?e rcd in recent y~~rs by shortages of skill 2d mining p2rsonel. To all evi ~ta 
t~is condition, Hecl a , as a como l 2~~rat to its r eaul ar aoor2ntice mine train~nQ 
orogr'!m, has initi ri t ed a formal r.iine tr~ini ng course , in 'i..·!iich unskill ed -lrJp li cants 
are aff0rd2d an average of ten wee ks of supervised tr~ini ng in basic min i ng ski lls. 
ir.i::luding on.er 3tion in a training stope . In Addition t o li·"? cla's riro!:Jrcm, 1·!al lace 
Hi gh School c~nducts a mine voca tiona l tr~in i ng course , th~ only such course to 
be offcr2d in a secondary high school orogram in th2 Unit0d Stat2s. 
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~rlcon;a 1 n 1~~ fArrorati on- --~olcor<a ; "in i n~ Cor~or~tion's activit ies durfng 
V/!:. co.··s1ste:i rrai:1ly ofToi n~ ~col osiic fiel d 1 •or l~ in connectio!'l \"'i t '.·· e.ss<>ss-:i-:nt 
1·ork rc0:ufrcrents. 

ri ti e s S· rvi c0 ·:i neral s r.0r1cration- -Citir. s Sc rv i ce conduct eci s0111e <'.ril l i n1 on 
t:---: C1;;p2r : ; 11 :'rcipcrt:Y:;ort ~ of-:-:-urray, S'.1os;~onc Cou11ty . r: ~e conrany is al so 
a ctiv~ly c nga :c~ in 9eclo? i ca l and SPOchcmi cal r~con~a i ssance as t~ ll as propE rty 
cxa-inuti0n i n sout:1-ccntral am: south\ .1r: stern parts of I ~!a'.10 in acidit i cn t o t he 
~~,,~ !'rovi;·,ce in t' ;e northern part. 

: •.:-ra~-::a ;:>:r1or<lti0n, Inc . --;~oran~:a is rrr.sently C:1'.13'.}eC: in e;va l ua tin'.1 the ' .tla s 
:·i:·2s rn·c:;(rt~' s0:1t; ,er. st of ; ull c.n. r :,c f i rs·~ r:·a sr:: of surfac~ a:.d u;~r! crground 
c:rilli:w ~-c. s ~ o:?t::r coul)l etc:c! and t :1c ::eta arc currf·nt l y being stuC:ic( by project 
~r:oloqist s . ?i~;~ s at ' t l1 is tine call fo r contiruin~ t;1r: Uil(:er grcun,.{ v·or~- on t:1i s 
1- - ~ -,,.,- r. 1-~-e ·· ."-\/ 1 ·1· rt.. f:" ' ·e -r1·,, :., m1'ne 1''01'1 ,· ~ ..,s 

t ... I '!t.: • ' Vj I\..../ • \..· : ~,-,.l,. J,.,:) - 1.l I • • · I i'_; • 

In a0citic;1 t o ·;::·.o .'\tbs Project , ·:oran:.•a p~r scnnel arc al s0 i:wolve~ in 
r r.::ccn;12i ss;i::cc ·:or!· a111: r:.ro;.c:rty cxa":i nations i n J::a:;o. For t: 'c future, 'oranC.a 
inc'icat<.: s H \·'i11 l·A very active i fi h~a! ·o on r·ot :1 di s t r i ct ar.0 reC]ior:al l cv( l s. 

::i ·~ r.it~ ·fr~ s. Jr.c- carr ier! out a rrograf11 consi st inri of 1~ol o9ica l marpini;, 
soi1 anc: strc-w s~c! if-.cilt sur1pl in'] iil t!1~ Lool'.out Pn ss urr: a of th€ r 0eur Li ' P.l e r1e 
~' i strict, in Sro~~10n1.:: C0u11ty, Va~;c. o.n0 in t::'.: il~jacent ;·in21·a l Col!n ty of ··cnt?.;ia. 
T:le \··er:: · · ·~ s t:onz in t~ -,~ vi cfoity of :olirnd Peal: anri Gull i cn Pass . The o::j C'r:t ive 
of t'. •2 1··c· rl: i;; ad :-! i t i on to C:ci n'J ass~: s snr: nt 1··ork i n t 1~~ a r~·a , 05 :o suppler.-.;;nt 
t l-2 ncoc'· c~1ica l r-1aris prepare~; L~1 8r:: r1 anc: G0tt' s staf f of the ;:sGS, since t:1e area 
in ~uc:s~~o:: •·as covered Ly t he USGS only as a srora~!i c sampli n~ program. 

''i s'· ur~· s sills af:N·ar to be rc:sponsii- l e fer the i nr:rr:a sc.>d corp2r rii ;1erali zation 
in t'.~e c.rca a:iC. t:::.•s th:; a;1or.ial i es <lid not \·•arrar.t furt: :er i nvestigation. 

Phcsp~atc Rco, i on 

·:ati onJl Ste~l rorf) . - So·.'"'...h\ ~fre Co. - Earth Sci ences Jnc . - -f'ver 2.5 r:iil l ion 
-toi:s of p'-.o s~ · -~tc roe:: r·ir'l- l·P. r-1 frcs a:1 .. 1u.;lly at a 3'.''.lnacre site 3'.: mii es ;~~rth-
-:ast cf Soca Srrin'.!s anC: ai-~rc.;;i r:ia tely ;'." niles 1··est of ,'\fton, '.'.'.'Or:li ng. r:··e 
ler.i:fic~ <: ti on pl ar:t •:i ll be Luil t nine ni ks nort! ' of Sc:Ja Springs . T:;c cor.ir ar._~, 
' 'i!S c;;i O,)tic:n on 1 2~:0 acres for t:~ i s facility . i:stiriated consi:ruction and 
nac:'..i;:cry ccsts ur r. a t ~r;o rii llion . 

1.' ff~ci a l s coul d o.o t r i '!e a start 1'ate fer construc tion tx cc:.use of t h;:- r:urrrnt 
c;r.vr r rL-.:nt i oratori vr.i p ·c\•r:ntinq IK:':.' 1:ii ncs en fo rk: ra l prore rty. ::ining pla,1s 
an.: i r.";..:::rnal1y ;~r vr:lopet! c:1.v irc;;1'ent~ l i r:;pact assrssm•.:nts already ere urn'en .c:.y . 
r ,;::y \rill l·~ in t h: '.:2r,c.Js of t:;e prorH C'OVenP~nt agencies about t'.1e f i rst of 
t~r> y-::ar. r:a ri:'1 Science r epo:-ts i t "is ·'ou~tfu l if a:.y r.in i n~ permits \'ill :~e 
i ssu:: :.; pdr.r to t:-·.e co:;i;. leticn o"f a ~0v 0rnr:e ;1t t~sk fo..-cr. l and us i: o;t1Jcly n01·1 

t-ciil';! r·~i'i(e for t:·:~ Cflri bol! :ational Forc·st . T!ds could t'~ l ay i'. :-:y start "l'"or ancU.;; r 
ti··; :-.ty f o~· r !'•Ont:'!'> . 

,1, R. ~inf' l ot Co:.i;-:a;:v- ~ T h'! "re;;test i ntC.! rest for t ;•c Simrl ot r. o;:ira;~y in rc:a;:o is 
•··liat - fs ~ · af~cnfri'J Ti1t: ·~ p' ~ os;0'v:tc f i el rs of so :Jt:~c astern Ica ho on Fcc'i: ral l ea s!"? 
hn( s . Pre:s:= r.tly ·~!:ere is il ··~a s:~ fcrc.c" i n the> arra co1y:os(>.:J of Fcr~e:ra l pcopl(' 
cf r.~ny ucos of i11t::-1cst . ' 'nti l t:·. is stw:y i''~d r1;port is ccr:r:l1' t c:l , ii 111! ~ -:--~ i"ir.:i s 
:-.r l r'., 11r, nc•:~ o~r·rat icns \· i ll !c p•-rr.ii',;t.r:- c{ on Fc1:r-rc>. l 1:-·n se s , 0;1 l_v rx::c r.siots vf 
cxistin~ pits. 



This could cr::?ate c;ome serious ~rcble:::r. for :l.:1~ustr:1 ·"•hile t'.~is stud~ is 
beinr conducted, especially i~ there is 3 del~y in tl1e pres~nt asti~ated com­
pletion date of 18 to 24 nonths . Simplot Cm:pany in~icates tl1a t ti1".! fort Hizer 
industry is boomin'.; at t'.1is tin'.e and }HOOUCti OO is havinz Cifficult:1 J:eE:!'iO<' 
up 1.dth C:e:nand; t:~e co:npany recently co;iple::..~d construction ~ou?li:-1c: t:1c cap-
acitv of the a:-~onia plant at Pocatello • 

. The ~implot Company 's exploration dep'.lrt;:ie:n t, locate:d at noise, :..:ports it 
has bt?cn vr=ry active ir. e::!'loration in I cla:10 and the e ntire '.Jest . 

Internati<-·nal ·~ineral3 & Ch:=mical Corooration--I' IC this y e ar be~an a r ::e<v;:ilua­
tion of its Idaho p~os~hate reserv~s in Cari~ou Country, a bout 25 mile:s from 
Soda Sprin£c:;, Ica~o. Activity this sur.rr.er ,·as confin:-: d to dl"illinf :or an up­
dated seological and engineerin~ evalua tion. In sup~or t of this na~ ac tivity 
an office \;as open.!d in Soda Sprin;_:s, Ida:10 . 

In response to a r eques t for information on the re ne ra l ex?lo:a tic~ clic atc 
in Icaho P!C re?ort2::l--It l ooks for:·'a rd to being 3. ras ~o~si':;le Ec:.'::er of the 
;;iinin~ co::..Tiunity ir. the state of Ida:-io and !s conti'1uin~ i!:s ~;or:: ".' it'i .:.>:t e i!sive 
and unusua l protection of the various environocntal ~alu2s in th e ~inc a r 2a. 
r·~ has , for exacple, at its expense prepar~d a n ~nviron~cGtal i 2?ac t st3t2n~nt 

conpl 2ta wit~ ~ater sa~pling and a r~vi ew of t he s~nsitive flora end fauna 
pr2sent in t:ie i".-'.. ne site. Its ~reate:st conc2rn ris:it no•,• is t!lat t he: coq:any 
is Rxpariencin3 unusua l de lays in r2ceivinr apprcv2l from t~e f~~ ~ ral zov~rn­
men t to be:s:in r::i11ing its phosphate r :!serv.::s . ~r;.ve2lu:n;:;nt ·:ill '.:>c d : l .:>y2d fo r 
7.ossibly t'~o years ·,ith t~e r ?-sul t that r-rocuction from this de:rosit ·.ri ll b o 4 
!:o 5 yea rs ~-,;ay . L'.C feels tho::t this t110-y:::a r time 1'2r i od for a ::~,;s si v2 ·environ­
::;:.:nt;:i l i;-.p;c t stat ement is ~:< c.:?ss iv~ and pro'.Ja) ly ur,ncc.:.ssary es;:iE:c iall~, in view 
of th::: s<:!rious natiom.:id·a .:ind ~,·or::.dwide fcrt iliz·:or short3S2· It is I~1C's vi::w 
that it can and ~ill ope r a ta ~n en~ironrnantclly sound ~inin[ O?erJci on. 

·~or.s c::n to ! nckst ria l C!;a:iicals Co .-<!ons,:mto Com?,;ny ' :; :3od.:! Sprin7.-:; e l e;::en ta l 
!>~1osp'1orus oparation continued :J t full cc'.'!p.J c ity durin:=- l'?74 2>: c <0pt fo r so:ne 
electric ?~:2r ccrt~ilm2nt in cr~~sin~ in the l~tter part of ths year. The over 
on:~ rc illion tor:s p.:.r ye::r 0f pf:o~p;!a t e or~ ne:=dc:d for this operatio:i 1..ias: su7plied 
from t-,e i::.nry ·:ine locat·::d 16 "1i l ~.::. ncrt:~eas t of t'.1 e plant. A:o?roxim~ tely a 
nu=rtl:'.r of a r:iillion toils: of :; ili.ca flu:·:, to rr.ce t t'.".e pl.::'lts n•:?Ccs. • . .-C?s cuP.rried 
in :~~sanco 's quartzite qu~ rry ~?proxi~nt~ly t wo an~ 0~2-h2 lf ~ile~ nort~w2s t 
of th.:; pl:mt by ; · :oshin2to;i Constn1:: tion Cor-q.;ny . 

'.kc l ai~:: tion of r; ine d l and cont:i.nu2d o:i :.i plnnne J :.;:;sis , !:o th ;i t th:! !!enry 
~!inc w;1i ch is r.ow active , and :it t!i'i! closr:<l il.all::.rd · ·:!.ne . A considc ".'aole 12xperi­
~ental ra-veEe tation pror r 2ra in coopQ r;ition ~i.th t~a U. S . Forest S?rvic2 is 
continuing at the 3:::.ll'"rd ! ' ine <:nc tc sorne :x Urnt .'.! t th:; llcr.ry ' line . 

' '.ons?.n t o a l s o re;"•:>rts on the ;~in:ing clir.;! ta, i!n incr.:!:::c:; i!18lY i 2por t :?n t 
f =ctor .;:!ffcc tine "lcn:.;anto, -:::nd a ll the oth•' r p~10s::-:1a t ~ op2ra t ..:rs in :!:de.ho, is 
the vac:; tly incre<~sed r,ov::rnm2nt.;l nctivi ty i11 c:1.:! sout'.1 .:.: ::>st.:::rn Idat. o '.J!'.C'S!Jhate 
~r~~. A full scale ~nviron~Lnt3l I npBct Stat ~rn~nt is ~0in~ p r erarcd ~or ~ha 
sout'h2ns t I d.::i!10 µhosph~te: r e:~ion Phich uill no t b e finis!ic d by tii-:: ~-: r:y f 2d c r'.ll 
e~en~ics i~volvLd ~efor~ l~te 19 76. Until the ccrnpl2ti on o f cha ccviron~e~tRl 
1~,~ct state~2nt ~one~ phos~hetc opcr~tions ,·ill b e p2 1~itt l<l on f~d2r~ l lsnd in 
tha 303 to ~no thous'.lnd 3c r~s involva~. Th!s alr~~dy h~s held ur s~v~ral 
con~enies ~n try into the phosphate ~ield. ~pp2rantly exi s tinr OF~r~tions 4ill 
ba p~r~itt2d to c0ntinue durln~ the _nvironn~ntal i np3ct st 2 t81:2nt ~r~~~r,t !cn, 
~1ot;:;•hr, ei:"? r ::>v?.l by t~~ U. S . G. S. of c ont:iruinf ni n in~ pl i" ns for .·xi;ting 
f.:c'1·r-il 1.:.·lSC c~!:r. ·~tions h es b ~en .k· l :.:1~cl .-:,:d v-::ry :;tri"1se:1 :t :1;1d ~-·~ tdctiv-:i r ::­
f!Uir,,;,,.1ts '.!!'C b .~inS 0i r:-i~nd 0..!d, 'f'lC V•:ry re:.~. l COO!"-CC tivn b.~ tn,_ . .'!n h'O tlrl\d.!'? f:;iod 
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shortage and the •vailability of phoe~hate £ertil1zor and phoepbora. ~~ 
has apparently not reached the federal mind. 

lllu~trstive of the increased activity of government in the ~hoepbate 
minin~ area are the visits of !lonsanto's mining operations (exclusiv~ of 
processinf plant) by 87 governm~ntal people during one ten w~ek period this 
s UDll!l-? r . .. 

Stauffer Chemical Company--Stauffer Chemic3l Company's pho$phate mine is located 
in ~'ool.:y Valley, Ce.ribou Country. All mining is don9 by op2n pit. Duriny. the 
past year, no £x~loration work was dona; ~bout 4,000 feet of davelopoent holes 
~ere drill~d; the rr.ine output ~as about SO p~r cent higher than in 1973. 



Loc1l ~rc3s of Activitv 

Enrt'h ::.esource Con::any-·-In it~ annual r~?Or t Ei'.C n:ports ·"1P?rov<.l o f co:--.r.~i t t 4• :-1: 
$6.7 ci llion in int~=nal ly ean2r~ t od f unds es a 52.5% sh~re in ~~vclo~~~nt of ~ 
1~ejor si:!.var nnd 2011 rrop.::rt:· in th.: ':..-y~ce .:i r G'.l of ld o1hc. Car .. ~c i 1r, S~!'r;rior 
Oil (C.S.) Ltd. , t~e joint venture partn~r~ als o has ~pproved its s~are c f t~~ 

~sti~at2d to ta l cost of $12.7 ~illion requir~~ to put th~ open fit ;~ i;i~ into 
produc tion ~y the fall of 197t. 

C:~C indic?. t~s t:iat t~1c property near Silyc r City is ~sti::-.3 t e:d to cont··i.n "'! t 
l .:?<:.s t 26 nillio n r e cova:re"bl-.? ounces of si l v2 r t:c;u i v a l ent. /: t a ::i l .::rineJ ~ni. ti1l 

output of 2.2 ni ll ion ounc~s of silve r ~nd 13,4~0 o~nces of rcld a ye~r, E?C 
€Xp2cts to provica .:;pp!"oxicce tely 5% of the :.nnual U.S . ;~inc productior. of 1il··i:, r 
based on ? r a3cnt do~2s tic outpu t. 

"r,a v£:nture is b.::li.:ve:d to 
of di3se~inst ~d silvEr and geld. 
3p?roxi~~t~ly 92% fer silv?r 9 5% 
tot"'!l ~3lues w~ ll ~e r 2ceiv od in 

be the first to undcr t 2ka rninin~ and production 
T~sts ind ic3 te t ha t r ecover y rat2s wi~l b~ 

for -:old-··· i\ r.d t~1a t ~t lea st 25% of the n in:: ' s 
gold . " 

Silv.:!r ::in~ '.!in:os, Inc.--All 1.1ork in I daho has bee n a t the Coppe r Cliff •·~ :l.r.in~ 

?.nd r::illin~ O?e"i:"?.t:!.on flc!,; r Cu;·rurG south of t'.1~ S2\; :":! n D'2vils ~c-e:i. ::o exr: lor2tory 
;;or~ •:2s done du1i:"?f. tn~ ye::-.:- 2nd :3ilv.::r i.~in~ :1 i:'! r~s doc s not p!.:m a:H -:xplor~ tion 

in t~2 dist rict fo r a f~.' y0~ rs. 

:'.i :.in~ ~n-:i !Dillin g h.;s '.:i~E::n conti:.uous 2xc:::~ t for .:; thr(!e 1;ec!: ;. s 1'!utcc·•n" 
in June: \.'h 2 n , .. .,illi:-:g O?er.:otions '"~r2 sus?C;nd .:: d to cor.:plr~ tr, e l e ctric-" l -.nd ?i')ing 
in~t~ll~ti ~n3 in con~~ction ~itt ~x,andin~ th~ Coppe r Cli ~ f pl 2n t ~~?acity f~om 
300 tpc to s0c tpd . 

Th2 corpany h~s shippei 1380 t ons of conc0n tr2 te cont3 ining 1 ,5J0,000 lbs . 
CO??C:r : nd 32~001) ounces of silv.::r to ti"! r; C1!t01'.un?u s r:ielt.;:, r in Finl~nd . The 
Ccpp2r Cli~fs n i nd h a s b e2n convsr t e d t o full op~n ~it pco~uction . Th 1 mi ll 
e>:p<:nsion should be i:c2~l2t ~~d by t ;·,e 2;;d of t~e ye!! r exceot fo r t~::: t::iilin[ s ? On d , 
u!lich is sch?.dul2d for coD:_:ile tic.n n e:x t sur._;c; r . 

Zthvl Corooretion--:'.)cv2lo:iin:2nt of d2-:-osi ts o f ky:nitc on ·.rood c ;it ::ou:-i t : i n north 
o f :coo::: !~i.::?. in 1.::J:o Coun ty r:iay -.:-•:sult in loc .:.t ion o f a l u!ei nu.r:i roll int: mills in 
IC.:r.10 . It i c; r•~porced that ~t~yl Coi:-p. h~s d :v-~ lcp.~d a rn.:11 proc.::ss \-:hich uti.liz :;,d 
kyar. it2 in the produc tion of <>. lumi nu;n ::ind t his d eposit :-:i; y now r,:clrn ::n o r 2 bcdy. 
To d3te E.t:iyl Corp. :1ac sp:nt .~bout $"J00,0')0 on d cvelopr;i~n t of th; : 1-.y.:n~t.:= de:~c3its . 
Conso lic'.ation of el l l~~s~s i n th2 2re: ~ unde r on~ ope ration is b~ ing pro~ased tc 
rJa1~e dF;:::lop::ir~n t ... conordca lly s::iund ; this '.~oul d L1clude: C .1n~ TI ;~ini :1~ cl3i~s Jn d 
:3uns11i n -:! . 'ininr Co~·.p ~ny . 

~ l2yton .S ilve r ; ~i ncs--'.!illinc of low gr.'.lc'.·:! ore h :::s bt:cn r<:'.thcr const2.nt ·".!V::! r the 
h.s t s ev~;r:> l y~.:rs, ~:.iountin~ to ~Lout 24J tens~ d:!y, 350 :l ::ys A. yr.~r . In th e: 
pes t, sz. le:s of n~t~ l ( n .:: t sm<:!lt ::r 1Ctur;1s) ::., ou::: $115 .000 p2r ~o~:th; nc•\l th ::.y 
2::ioun t to $85,0')G pe r r:iont~ du2 to incrr:.::: •; e in rh e odcc of ~·l: t ~l s . · Co;; ts ..... r • .: 
r~pid ly cctc'"lir1'.:' U'.=' > but t:1~ \ : re is ~.-~ey our in ~r~n t c·f ::i1'2 ho und:; . ·• 

Clc.yton Silve:. r "' in ; ::; li.!tc. ~i-;ny cp·~ r.'.1tors in the st.1te r ~porc th2 Gutl.: .. ck i::. 
:!Ood· i: th.:? !Jrit:1;s of ::?ct:"'!ls s t ~y n.o. . .r 1 .''.1::t t·: ·.!Y er~ t r-<l.-:y . r r : p <: r:?tic-n ';:;e~ _ 
t~is fo ll :;i ~kinr. e t .. Jo-~oot o~fo; . .! t s h:lft '~hi ch ··1ill b -J loc.lt.cd ~cmc:: l, 50J f~2t 
:10rt'l of th=: rn:iin >': :-. it <~I'd n:-.:; r tha bir, nortl: c r.::: s !'oot. 'i'hc:.s.:.. L .v..: ls ~ r 'O 
r;:o(p::ct.7:<l t o <l~ve;lcp b(.t'J1~-:.. n 251J,JDQ ""?nd )f!!JJJ'')') to1i.1s o~ ore, fror.; ,-·iic:.i s o:i;:; 
1, ')')'),')00 ounc:::s '.>': silv=~r . 12.'J')f') ,"JOO l 'hs. o~ 1 •.. : d 1nd 8 , or1~,J)l) l~!': . o!' dnc 
s~1ould ~·:: r ;,co•i..:r:!',ls. 
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nench:rs -- -P~nchcrs efforts in IJ"\hr durhq t~ic "l:'.st v :~r hwc bP.~'1 limit"d tn 
m~tallur~ic:: l s tudies 'Jn Y\?llo•·t Pin:: min~, !'.!Clld ?nd 11ntimn.v or-2s. 

rt<> tion;il L.:;ad--Som1'.? 1ctivi ty li:is b2.:!n c ~ rri :: d r-ut in the !3av Hl'l rS~ f)istrict. 

T1: H: nna f'iriinq r 0m')."n\'- -l l.:rnne.'s (CoJstal ' s) ?lctiviti e:s in Idaho , r1 si1~ frcm 
g2n2ra l lr002rtv 2xnmin~ti0ns, consist~d ,f ~3intr:~~nc~ Find s~m2 env i ronm:nt~l 
r .::s ;c.rc:1 ;i t 3lackb ird rr:in.? , ?x:i l orotory drifting 0f Iron Cr2~k be:t•:1::?en C!Vlllis 
~nd Sal nrJn, ?nd drilling of t:i:.: Kc:·1st:.r.0 rijorSl)Clr d~GOSit ;:i t Ch~ llis. 

~ :.~1·1mnt Pinina Cornor~tion - -.l\ctiviti c s in I(!aho rire , ot or.~ s ::: nt, li rni to:d tr:> 
t 12 inv :sti g ~tion of?. go ld nr~;s 01c: ct i-, r>ssi ·: Coun ty; mor~ t 11cn %'1,')')Q 1·1a s 
s pent on dri lli n~ at th2 sit~ during 1974. 

Tusc::ir·Jra '·iin i ng Coroor=ti or. - - The Thor:,pson Cr2.;k Proj2ct in Cus t Gr County near 
Cl ~yton w~s in t h? GRrly d2v2 l o')~2nt staqc durin~ 1J74. ~ctivit i cs i nc l uded 
core dril 1 i ng from b0th s urf;i cc ;;:id fr:m ur:de:rground 1 oc.:i ti 0ns. T:ir:~ l')rl"ls o2ct 
is aopr occhi ng fc: ~sibi l ity 2v0 lu2. ti on. 

Cynrus ' li nes r.cr')or?ti on--Cy!Jrus has al:.0 bc;v: ;i do inf] ext~ns iv•:: .?xo l 0r :i t0r.v •:/() rk 
i n Cust2r County in the vi cin i ty 0f Thomps on Cr ::2k. 

6::c:r Cr22k i:i ning Cvm!Jnny--B:::e. r Cr2c:k ;ii ni nq C·Jr.ll)r.ny has b::::n i:lvo l ved i n the 
2vc: l uati~n of a sulfid2 syst2m i n nort~2rn Idaho, and has und2rta ken se veral 
:::xami n ~ ti cns '\nd s om2 minnr r econn :! iss ;:nci:: 2x11 l ci r ."ti on 2l s2!·Jh?rc in th2 state . 
Th::; CO'.l:J:.:1y ' s 0v.=r all efforts in 1d~h0 h:iv;; t :?on ui nir.1ul and ore li minary in 
nc: tu re . 

Uni J n C~rb id2 Coroor~t i on - -Uni 0n Cnrb idc re s ~nnds t hat it has c;; rr i ed out mndes t 
r2c~nncdss .~.n ce: Qrogrc.111s for f.: rrc-'\ l h y m:: tnls 1:1ithin Ida:10 during the oast y2ar . 
Pu~lis~2d annc unc:::mGnts ~av2 3l s n bc2~ mads wh2r2as t~2 camoany ha s ~n aor22m2nt 
t ':l '=X!Jbr c pre::,ii:: rty 0f C:1i lco Sil ve r '~in2s in Kx1t2nai ?e nd Bo:1ner Count i es . 

l~~,.-r -"c ';e::: C'iurii c~ l Corpo r ati o:i --!(c rr-:·cr.::e 's mining ;;ctivi ti cs i n I d.:i ho .::ire very 
l imite:d. T!12 ccm'Jany hos a li r,i9ston2 r.J in.:: approxi r:iat2l y th;·.--,e (3) mil •?s nr:irth 
~nd f · ur (4 ) mil 2s cRst of Soda Spri n~s . Th0 present s ite ~ ~ s en0 uq~ l i mestone 
f 0r our futur2 us~s so 2x~ l ore ti sn is rostri ct 2d to dri ll ing t he Drcs ~ n t site only. 

Exx'Jn-- T~~ cc•m!).:- ny crcnduc t c i c. dr i 11 in9 iJrc;i:-nm in th12 ~1ri cl(ay cr 120 c: n on .:;x­
p l0ra t i"n proj .;:ct in th~ vi ci nity Gf Er.iriirc: mine. 

U.S. Stc'? l f.·) r'J . --Rr;p0rts indic.:-. t ·; U.S. Ste.:;l h?.s conducted s om2 <fri lling in th2 
B~nn2r- -Sound3ry Countri es ~r0~. 

C0111p:-.nic:s •::!"lich r : l) :::.irtcd li ttl r~ r;r suso,:nrJ;::d i\Ctiviti ~s i n Idri'.10 t:1 is yi;ar 
inc l udr-d 1!;ri1x Expl onti ')n !nr::. , Cal l .:: t1 - ~ : ~ir i ng c~rp. , "zuk-:l~:i:)ning C.n., U.S. 
qor .::i x, r.cc id2ntal Mi nr,; r,11s Corp. -:!nd Co;:ifoco /\.r:i::: r i can Inc. 



 


