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Other pumice producers in the state
include Amcor and Producers Pum-
ice. Both use the material as light-
weightaggregate in cement products.

Oakley building stone is now
shipped all over the country. Four
firms actively mine and market facing
stone quarried from a Precambrian
quartzite south of QOakley. S and O
Stone also sells facing and flagging
stone from a quartzite quarry near
Thompson Creek, and Lava Flow
Products sells stone and scoria quar-
ried from the Snake River Plain
basalts.

E.J. Wilson and Sons (Morning
Glory mine) and Treasure Valley Cal-
cium process lime for animal feed
supplements and other agricultural
uses. Tourists enjoy digging for opal
at the world-famous Spencer Opal
deposit. They may also look for star
garnets, the state gem, near Emerald
Creek at fee sites administered by the
U.S. Forest Service.

A number of sand and gravel pro-
ducers and crushed stone quarries
round out the industrial rocks and
minerals story for Idaho. O

Commission to Review
Seabed Mining Proposals

Washington, D.C.—A commission to
review proposed ocean seabed min-
ing offshore from the Hawaiian Islands
was recently approved by the Senate
Appropriations Committee. Sen.
Daniel Inouye, D-Hawaii, proposed
the establishment of the commission
after dropping an attempt to impose a
one year suspension on a Federal
program to study exploratory mineral
leasing in the Exclusive Economic
Zone (EEZ) offshore of the islands.
The commission will review proposed
rules for seabed mining and ensure
that the concerns of the State of
Hawaii are addressed in the environ-
mental review of four possible mining
sites, located between 50 and 200
miles away from the Island of Hawaii.

The bill, as approved by the Senate
Committee, also contains $1.2 million
to operate a Marine Mineral Technol-
ogy Center at the University of
Hawaii's Manoa Campus. The center
will help in determining whether
seabed mining in the Pacific can be
done in a way that is environmentally
sound. o

Miners and Mines Played Large Role
in Early Arizona History

by Richard E. Wilbur

Tucson, Arizona—The miner was the
scout of civilization in the early days of
the West. And by the time the Arizona
Territory was formed in 1863, miners
and prospectors comprised almost
one-fourth of the population.

Even the location and construction
of most roads depended on where
gold and silver mining communities
were located.

Investors in mining operations were
all over the territory, and businessmen
often diversified into the mining field.
Michael Goldwater, a merchant, is
said to have operated—for one month
in 1865—a mill he builtat Wickenburg
to process what miners dug up. Re-
ports were that he made $3,000 a day
before he sold the mill.

Tombstone, with 10,000 residents
thriving on silver mining between
1882 and 1884, was larger than San
Francisco and probably just as cul-
tural.

Today, there are 89 mining opera-
tions in Arizona. When the territory
becaue a state in 1912, there were 445
active mines. In the same year, it pro-
duced more copper than any other
state, a record repeated annually in
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good times and bad ever since.

Those are a fraction of the recollec-
tions presented during an unusual all-
day symposium titled “History of Min-
ing in Arizona" on January 24th in
Phoenix. The session was the kickoff
event for the 117th annual meeting of
the national Society of Mining En-
gineers.

Historical aspects of Ajo, the long-
time mining community where Phelps
Dodge Corp. shut down its copper
operation several years ago, were
included in several papers written by
symposium speakers,

In 1854, the first copper mine in
Arizona was established near Ajo, 110
miles west of Tucson, by the Arizona
Mining and Trading Co. One of the
company's organizers was Frederick
A. Ronstadt, Sr., grandfather of
Edward and Gilbert Ronstadt, who
operated a hardware store in down-
town Tucson for many years.

Where in the world did the name
"Ajo" come from? Long before copper
was mined in the area, ancestors of
the Tohono O'odham Indians mined it
for hematite, a mineral which they
used for paint.

Their word for paint was “au, auho”,
which probably was pronounced
"Ajo" by Spanish prospectors who
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