








holes in 1986 with sporadic values
reportedly as high as 8.6 g/t (0.25
oz per st) gold.

The old mercury occurrences
north of Weiser are of interest as
low grade bulk mineable gold de-
posits. [ean Minerals drilled 36
holes, for a total of 540 holes at
the Almaden mercury mine near
Weisner. The company has about
22.6 Mt of 1 to 1.1 g/t (25 million st
of 0.029 to 0.03 oz per st) gold
blocked out.

Chevron Resources drilled nine
holes near Haystack Peak at the
Thirsty Mountain prospect, north
of Weiser. This is a low grade
gold-mercury show similar to the
Almaden mine.

Yanke Machine extended the
drift at the Grayhound mine from
355 to 430 m (1670 to 1410 f). A
three-compartment raise was
started on a new ore shoot discov-
ered at the end of the drift. The
Grayhound mill will be upgraded
next year and more drilling is
planned.

Shama Minerals, Chemical, and
0il increased its claim block in
Idaho from 1700 claims in 1986 to
more 4200 last year. The company
has operated a fluorspar mine

and mill near Challis on and off

since 1974,

An inclined shaft was being
driven by J and D Lode Placer at
the Competence mine in the Neal
district in Elmore County. The
company is looking for an exten-
sion of mineralized shear zone
mined early in the century.

Yanke Machine purchased the
Golden Rule mine, located south
of the J and D mine on Blacks's
Creek. It drilled the property last

winter. The mine has a history of

gold production.

Orsina Resources explored its
nine claims in the Packer John
Group. The company raised
$530,000 in 1986 to buy the claims
and finance exploration.

Richweld Resources completed
a diamond drilling program at the
Blackstone mine in Elmore
County. A number of mineralized
zones were found outside the old
open pit at the mine site. Deeper
drilling was planned for this fall.
The company is considering
building a mill at Fairfield.

Atlanta  Gold continued a
drilling and feasibility study at
Atlanta Hill. Tentative plans call
for an open pit mine and a flota-
tion mill at the gold property.
More deep drilling is planned for
this year to explore below old
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mine workings. The company
filed a draft environmental im-
pact statement in March.

Galli  Exploration resumed
drilling at Rocky Bar. Last year,
about 20 holes were drilled in a
mineralized shear zone in Hard-
scrabble Guleh. Gallie was spun
off by Royal Apex Silver as a sep-
arate company and is now call
Gexa Gold.

Precious Metals Technology
completed construction of a 90-t/d
(100-stpd) mill at the Princess
Blue Ribbon mine. More than 900
kt (1 million st} of ore are
stockpiled at the mine site. The
precious metals deposit, origi-
nally mined by underground
methods, will be developed by an
open pit. Production is scheduled
for this year.

Atlantis Mining continued de-
velopment at the Atlantis mine in
Colorade Gulch near Bellevue.
The company completed 215 to
245 m (700 to 800 ft) of under-
ground development, including
three raises and one stope. The
target is a series of veins carrying
gold and other metals in the Mag-
dalena vein system. Atlantis is
considering building its own $1.1
million mill near Bellevue.

An exploration program at the
Vienna mine was successful and
Rothehild's will begin mining this
yvear. The ore from the mine be
processed in Rothchild’s mill on
Warm Springs road near
Ketchum.

Homestake Mining obtained a
lease on the Barlett Point prop-
erty, west of Chilly Buttes. A
drilling program was underway at
the end of the year.

The War Eagle Mining Co.
drilled nine reverse circulation
holes at a large land holding on
War Eagle Mountain near Silver
City in Owyhee County. Drilling
followed a geochemical survey
and some geophysics completed
in 1986,

New rules governing the use of
cyanide in mining operations
were enaclted by the State of
Idaho in December. A task force
composed of industry, state gov-
ernment, and environmental
groups hammered out the pro-
posed regulations. Many other
states are expected to use Idaho’s
rules as a model for their own
laws. The new regulations are
tough and are designed to safe-
guard against accidents when
using cyanide, especially in heap
leach operations. W

Exploration for nonfuel miner-
als in Illinois continued at a slow
pace throughout 1987. The major

ﬂuo;spar producer, Ozark-Ma-
honing Co., operated two dia-
mond drill core units, primarily
in connection with further devel-
opment of its Annabel Lee ore
body 11 km (7 miles) north of Cave
in Rock, Hardin County,

Tammsco and Illinois Minerals
Co. continued to drill in the
Southern Illinois tripoli district
of Alexander County in the ex-
treme southwestern portion of
the state. Illinois Minerals Co. is
seeking required permits to ex-
plore 24 km?® (6000 acres) within
the Shawnee National Forest.

Under a new 10-year Land and
Resource  Management plan
being implemented in the Shaw-
nee National Forest, mineral ac-
tivities are held to be compatible
for 76.9% of the forest. Special
stipulations are applied to leas
ing, exploration, developmen
and mining in forest lands iden-
tified as areas for special recre-
ational or research uses; as land
of unique scientifie, educational
or natural value; or as National
Register Sites and National His-
toric Landmarks.

Similarly, special stipulations
are applied to provide interim
management of areas recom-
mended for inclusion in the Na-
tional Wild and Scenic River Sys-
tem or for wilderness study. The
Shawnee plan is being appealed
by environmental and other in-
terest groups.

There was some exploration in-
terest for common minerals, such
as limestone and dolomite, sand
and gravel, and clay, particularly
for construction aggregate and
high calcium limestone in central
Illinois. The latter is used in flue
gas desulfurization and fluidized
bed combustion technologies.

The precipitous decline in ex-
plorational and developmental
drilling for coal, which began in
the early 1980's, continued during
1987. Ten companies filed 689
plugging affidavits with the III:F
nois Department of Mines an
Minerals. This compared to about
1400 in 1986, 1900 in 1985, 1500 in
1984, and 3800 in 1983.
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