
 
 



 



Explo ration activity in ldoho during 2000. 
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Hecla Mining's Grou$e Creek precious metals mine 
in Custer Couniy has been closed since April 1997. But 
the company is still responsible for a large, water-filled 
ta il ings impouodment wiU1 sporadic low-level cyanide 
leaks. In October, Hecla signed a voluntary agreement 
with the US Forest Service (USPS) and the US Environ­
mental Protection Agency (EPA) to dewater and 
detoxify the tailings pond and construct a water treat­
ment plant. 

Legal wrangles also continued over the Stibnite Dis­
trict. The stale was supervising final reclamation of fa. 
cilitie!> and roads from the bankrupt Dakota Mines 
venture. Last summer. though, forest fires burned some 
of the previously reclajmed areas. especiaJly near Garnet 
Creek. 

But lhe big news came from the courtroom. Mobil 
Oil haa spent more than SS million in the last few years 
10 remediate the historic Bradley mill tailings. Mobil's 
attorneys forced the federal government 10 admit the 
v11al role of the US government in discovering ant.I min­
ln1 tunplen Crom Stibnite during WorlJ War II. Accord­
llJI w an oai.-of~un acutemeol. the United States will 
rd.mllune Mobil SI.SS million for the Stibnite cleanup 
........ mme daiml apinlt Mobil. Mobil and its con· _ ._._.•Id awardl in 1999 from the state of 
.............. redamadon work. 

Thompson Creek Mining's opcnpit mine in Custer 
C-ountv nrnintainctl operations. But low molybdenum 
prices ·forced \ayoffi; and prnductm~ cuts. ~bout 100 
people were ,,1i1\ cmpl~>yed. by y~a~ ~ e~1u .. lno~p~on 
Crcr.:k did Jo ~omr.: dehncat10n J1 ilhng lodrn1J the high 
wall. The company-~ hi2h-performance. 1 ubnca.nt~grade 
molybdenum plant h~~i. hcen .i p<>\Jll\" <.:VJ~111nrn: lactor. 

in Si.:ptcmbcr. Lhc LiS Secrc~ar) ol lntenu1: '1gned the 
mineral paknt' for 1rJ .km 1'.L:>!IO aac:·.) al nc lnomp­
\ (>ll ( rcek mine and mill. 1n1 nsternng o\ er s1gli1 auLhor­
it \ t(J the ~tak. l he compJn~ al'o rccc1., cd a long­
a~aited ro:.:1.onl •)I dec.;1\iun • •n ib 'up(1l~mcn1<1I ..:n' Lron­
mcn1al 1111 p;1ct ~ta lcmi.:nt. nw; alk•w~ ll to opera;: the 
pyri1e n;c.luction plan! built a co~ple of yea~~ a~o. in pro­
vide cleaner sand for constructing th..: ta1hng~ dam and 
reducing the threat of acid generation. 

Coeur d'Alene district 
The Coeur d 'Alene District is kaown locally as the 

Silver Vallev. It is one of 1he world 's premier silver dis­
tricts, havin'g mined more than 3 1.l kl (I bi ll io~ oz) of 
silver metal since 1884. Major amounts of lead. zinc.cop­
per and antimony have also been exlracted Erom the ga­
lena and te t rahedrite,r ich vein systems tbat cut 
deformed Proterozoic-age Belt Basin metasedimen1s. 

Total si lver production in 2000 from the tbree deep 
mines was estimated to be more than 399.7 t ( 12.85 mil­
lion oz) of silver. compared with about 404.3 t ( 13 million 
oz) in 1999. However, lower silver aad lead prices made 
it impossible for Hecla Mining. Sunshine Mining and Re­
fining and Coeur cl .Alene Mines to make any money. 
Realized silver prices hovered around 16 cents/g (S5/oz) 
and lower. And byproduct lead prices averaged only in 
the 20-cent/lb range. 

Hecla Mining opera tes the Lucky Friday Mine a l 
Mullan. Some produe1ion comes from the original ga­
lena-rich vein of the Lucky Friday deposit. But most of 
the ore mined in 2000 wcis from the Gold Hunter deposit 
lt is connected to 1he Silver Shaft by a 1.6-km- (1-mile-) 
long haulage tunnel on the 4900 leve l. The Gold Hunter 
veins contain more tetrahedrite. Mi.ning is conducted by 
ramps accessing underhand and overhand stopes. 

Silver production in 2000 a1 the Lucky Friday in· 
creased from 138.l t (4.4 million oz) in 1999 to 155.8 t 
(5.011 ,507 oz) of silver. This made 2000 the second high­
est production year since the mine opened. However. 
economics forced the company to take a $31.2-million 
writedown on the value or the mine in 2000. 

Hecla was also attempting to sell its K-T Clay dfri­
sion to raise money to pay down debt and the costs of 
environmental work at Grouse Creek and the Bunker 
I:iill Superfund site. A negotiated $68-million sale of the 
clay division to Zemex fell Lhrough near years end and 
Hecla was pursuing court proceedings. 

Financial conditions at Sunshine Mining and Refin· 
ing were even worse. TI1e company filed for Chapter 11 
bankruptcy an<.l reorganization in August. though explo­
ration had already been suspended at its Sunshine Mine 
near Kellogg. lnc mine has produced more than 10.9 kt 
(350 million oz) of silver since its discovery in 18114 fro!D 
a tctrahcdritc-quartz blowout on the ridge above Big 
Creek. Mining continued through last year on the We&t 
Chance vein but reserves were <.lwindling. Production ID 
2000 at the: Sunshine Mine was down to 120 t (:US mil­
lion oz) of silver from IS3 kt (169,036 st) of ore milllL 



1bil was o significa nt dc1."J'casc rrnm lhc 161 1 (5.2 million 
07.) produced in I '1lJ9. 

Coeur. The Precious Metals C'o .. had heller news at 
its Galcn11 Mine. opcruled l:iy the now 100% Cocur­
owned Silver Va lley Resources. Production was on it~ 
way 1owards a 155.5-t (5-million o:dycar) l<irgel. After 
sha(t repairs al the firsl (lf lhc yeur. costs were lowe red 10 

less tJian I~ cenls/g ($4/oz) for the third quarie r of 1he 
vcar. 
• Exploration in 2UOU a t lhc Gale na Mine was success­
ful in extending the 72 and 117 ve ins al clc pl h in the 
mine. A dis trict wide. geologically based exploration pro­
gram w11s conducted. II interccplcd a po tc111inl ne w o re 
shoot o n the 294 vein tha t graded 8 19 git (23.9 oz/sl) sil­
ver in tbc West A re.entine area. A second mine ralized 
zo ne was also d iscc;vered on the Polaris Fault o uts ide o f 
the current wo rkings. 

Other north Idaho areas 
E xplo ration fo r metals was limited by lmv metal 

p rices and regulato ry iss ues. These included the pro­
posed ne w Roadless Policy on Natio nal Fo rest lands and 
the new 3809 rules affecting US Bureau of Land Man­
age ment (BLM) land in ldaho . Conseque ntly.only a few 
explora tion projects were active. 

Near Elk City in Idaho County. Ida ho Consolidated 
Me tals (ICM) he ld its ground o n four gold properties in 
the Orog.rande a nd Elk City mining districts. l11e four 
prope rties cover the 42-km (26-mile) O rogrande shear 
zo ne. From north to south. they include Buffa lo G ulch. 
Deadwood. Pe1si1c/ Friday and Dixie. Buffa lo G ulch 
co nta ins a drilled-out 6.5-t (210.000 oz) oxide resource 
plus exploration potemial at de p th. 

The Pets ile properly had been explo red thro ug h a 
jo int ven ture witb Kinross Gold. In Septe m ber. IC M 
anno unced that for $100.UOO in cash. it had acquired 
Kinross Gold's 70% interest in Pe tsitc. II has a resource 
of 16.5 1 (532.000 ozJ of gold. Approximalely $1.7 mil­
lion of work bas been done on Petsite in the last several 
yean;. l11is included drilling. geophysics 1111d geochemis­
try. 

Deadwood and Dixie arc reconnaissance-level tar­
gets. ICM now controls 100% of the Orogrande sheiir 
zone. The company would like a joint venture panner 10 
help explore and di:vclop the Elk C ity properties lurthc r 
when gold markets improve. 

Salmon area 
E xploration near Salmon in Lc:mlu Cuunly ccnlen:t.J 

on the Blackbird districl. 70 road km 14:'i roat.J mile•) 
southwest of Salmon. Forma1wn f'api 1al continu i:d 
work on it ~ I Jaho cob<i II proJcCt. formi.:rly ci1 lh:J th i: 
Sunshine project. locat.::d in thi.: Idaho cohall h~ll. Mir~­
eralization 1< contained in ~edimcntary cxhala11w hon­
zon~ within the Prolcrnzo1c- ,1 g.. 111<.: ta mo rphusc.:d 
sedimenh o f ,11 .... V.: llowjackc:1 Fo rmation. C1Jpp .. r ,ulu 
gold, in add 11 ion ti cobnh ll rc c11111.:t-111ri11ed in the: hctl­
ded zone~. Fi rma i«a" l.'7 unp:11e n1 i:d claims ~urmurul 
the paten l<:d .,;(Ire P! th•: J b tn ..:1 l'h ich inc.J ude~ 
Noranda"i. 1sl2cl tmd Mine:. Thi: ld<tho cob<Jll bell 1s one 
of only two high-g1;1ck coba lt re ,;crvc~ in 1ht0 m 111011 • • 

Formati1,11 ha' Jone e~1c:n~h 1,; g rt1% l'OOI' explur:1t1<111 
~nd drilling ~mce J 993 "' th.: prroJC:CI. J\.fo~t ot lh"'. work 
m 20UO Wit> in vol vc:d in urf-~1t1.: activ1tic~. ~uch aG fmunc­
ing, foasihili1y and pcrmiuing ~111die~. "l11i~ w;1~ Jone in 

prcp11ralinn for 1ubmit1ing a plnn m opcrSlfCJftl flJr an 
underground mine lo the Salmo n-f1t1tlhs Nallnna l f or­
est. More lhan 4,047 km1 (I million 11crc1) burned in 
Idaho last ~ummer. a11 a numher of d"111trn1n lorl:'t hr~ 
covcrod lhc ~talc. The largc~t fire tn lhc nal1un wu 1bc 
Clear Creek Pirc. which ~tarted in wildc rnci.' Jlbl nmth 
of the Black hi rd Districl. 'Ille Formation c rew and loc:al 
residents hi1d to evacuate. Steep hill~ of tree\ o ver the 
main RAM ore zone were torched. and miner\ at 
Beartrnek and Ydlowjackct mines we re 111~0 furn::ll 1<1 
evacuate. 

Last year. Formatio n drilled eight metallurgical lc\I 
ho les in the RAM zone. fini&hingjusl before the fm: hit. 
111c large di111neter core was used to c<Jmpilc a hulk c•Jn· 
ccnlrnle o f the o re zone. where cobaltitt: h the ore min­
eral. In Octo be r. the compa ny cnLercd into an agree­
me nt lo purchase a hydro metallurgical re fin ery for u~c 
in prOCC;iSsing 1111 Idaho cobalt conccntra le . The rdincrv 
would use a pressure -leach process in autoclave.:~. lacill· 
ta ting easy reco ve ry o f precious metal byproduct!.. 

Feasibility studies by Mine Dcvclopm!!nt As~ociatc~ 
of Reno. NV. we re based o n the mo re 1h1111 JOO d iamo nd 
drill ho les o n the project. Results have indicated good 
econo mics for a pro posed small, undergro und mine with 
a nine-year mine li fe. TI1crc is a proven-to -infe rred re· 
se rve o f 1.9 Mi (2 .1 millio n s t) grading 0.68% cobalt . 
0.54% copper. and 0.7 git (0.02 orlst) gold. ' Ilic zone i~ 
o pe n <it depth a nd alo ng s tri ke. Several othe r surface 
targets in IJ1e d istrict have yet to be drill ed and the ex­
pansio n pote ntial is high. 

West central Idaho 
Thunde r Mo untain G o ld continued to ho ld its pal· 

ented prope rty al the o ld D ewey Mine cas t o f Yellow 
Pinc. The company haJ anno unced pla ns to open the 
Thunder Mountain Mine o n a che rrvstcm into the cen­
tnil Ida ho wilde rness. SAIC was doitig the e nvironmen­
tal impact statement. hul acti vity was minimal. 

A t Warre n. Jim Strike r sold his inte rest in the bigh­
grade Rescue gold mine a nd 111ill to Barrnmundi Gold 
USA . a su bsid ia ry o f Ba rramund i Gold. Barramundi 
was sampling and explo ring the high-grade vein s rruc· 
lu res. The system11ticnl ly spaced o re shoots average 
a bout 22.2 git (0.65 o7JSIJ gold a nd are open to depth. 
Barramundi also bolds o lher veins in the district and is 
looking at upgrading tbc small gravity mill m the Rescue. 
The Rescue vein is <Hl east -west s tr iking q uartz ve in 
hos ted in grnnodioritc. Some 9 kl ( 10.000 st ) of 35 git ( I 
oz/st) gold ore have been ou1Jined . 

East central and south central Idaho 
Intcrgold Gold's ordeal with its Blackhawk prop ·rt' 

111 Lincoln County was nol quite over. In Janu.1r ' · 
Stra1hcona Mineral Sen ices. ;1nnounc.:d 1h.: r?' u;! »tan 
<1mlil or lntergold '~ prnpert~ :md -amrli n~. <; : " " ••. 
~·ond11JeJ that gold a.nd ~1lvcr ;1rc: u .. l p .... -.. 111 eo:u 
110111ic quanti1it.:~ in lh< rh}<>ltlic la• 'LH1 to,· pr"r 
lntcrgo ld·, h''s u11 :1g.:11nst D:irnc- .:nu \t1101.·. \ 
Lab~ and its own <;<111,uh.111< •\ ·" ,mg1.1111~. s1r:i1t·; 
ncgativ.: rc~ults maio.:h.:tl pi I.!\ ious •ampling .... ~n .. 
bv thc ld11ho Geological Surwy in ll.IYK 

· Due to the poor metal marko.:ts. ":'er. I •• ) \.I< ' 

tts1<::d pri.:cinus mct;1I propc1:1ics rcm.1i11'. ,• 
Twin Gold continued It> hold its -tOA· t t l .. >-n il 

g.old resource near Atlanta. though the lr.111 I. 1 •• 
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