








Iowa Creek and Keenan City on Barnes Creek were the centers of mining 
activity in the area. Keenan City in 1876 was described as consisting 
of a store, saloon, post office, blacksmith shop, stable, and a lot of 
miner' 5 cabi ns (Johnson and Carney, 1990, p. 161). Iowa City was short 
lived and replaced by Carriboo City, which consisted of several supply 
stores, post office, butcher shop, saloons, and gambling halls. Most of 
Carriboo City burned in 1885. Evidence of early mining is shown byI	 placer tailings occurring for kilometers along Barnes, Bilk, Anderson, 
Iowa, McCoy, and Tincup Creeks. 

Production from that early period was never recorded, but may have 
consisted of the majority of output. Bingham County records show that 
American Hydraulic Placer Company located a block of placer claims in 
1894 (on Bilk and Iowa Creeks) and placered with monitors (USBM 
record s) . Be 11 (1908, p. 45) reported 10 men moved 38; 230 m3 (50, 000 
yd 3 

) of gravel. USBM records list production for American Hydraulic 
Placer Company from 1902 to 1909. Wolverine Placer Company dredged 
McCoy Creek in 1917 and again in 1924-25 (Johnson and Carney, 1990, p. 
175). Campbell (1921, p. 37) reported that Caribou Placer Company had 
taken over the Barnes placer operation. Portions of McCoy Creek were 
dredged again in 1959 and 1960. Other placer mining companies that 
operated in the Mt. Pisgah district are listed in table 1. Placer gold 
production from the study area is listed in table 2. 

Table l~-Placer mining companies that operated in 
Mt. Caribou Mning Dstrict. 

I
 
I
 
I
 

I
 
I
 

I Company I Years I Claims I Notes I 
Caribou Placer 1921 13 claims 6.4 km of ditch, 762 m of 
Company on Barnes pipeline, two 10-cm giants, 91 m 

Creek of 76-cm sluice with Hungarian 
riffles, and Deister Overstrom 
black sand tables. 

Idaho 1914 9 claims 6 giants' capable of handling 
Consolidated 5,352 m3 

. 

Placer Mining 
Company 

Wolverine Placer 1917 14 claims Electrically operated dipper 
Mines Company on McCoy dredge, ISO-horsepower

Creek hydroelectric plant. 

Barnes Creek ? ? ? 
Placer 

Malgre Mining 1936 5 claims Hydraulic placer mlnlng plant; 
Company 12,232 m3 moved in 1937 

lGiant - the nozzle of a pipe used to convey water for hydraulic mining. 
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Table 2--Placer gold production from the
 
Mt. Caribou Mining District.
 

(1 cubic yard = .7646 cubic meter; lbs, pounds; value at historical
 
metal prices; --, data not available)
 

I 
I 
I 
I 

I
 

I 
I 
I 
I 

Year Cubic 
Yards 

Gold 
(oz) 

Silver 
(oz) 

Value Notes 

Name withheld 

Unknown source. 

1902­
1909 1 

-- 1161. 82 23 - -

19102 - - -- - - $268 

1912 2 - ­ - - -- $5,387 Includes 64 oz of 
silver and 3,161 
lbs of copper from 
lode mines. 

Includes 39 oz of 
silver and 824 lbs 
of copper from lode 
mi nes. 

Value of gold and 
silver mined. 

Do .. 

00 .. 

1915 2 - ­ - - - ­ $4,532 

19162 -­ - ­ 6 $5,268 

1923 2 - ­ - - 2 $818 

1926 2 -- - - - ­ $801 

19292 - - 10 - - - -

Value of gold and 
silver mined. 

Four placer 
operators. 

Five placer 
operators. 

00 .. 

Six placer 
operators. 

Four placer 
operators. 

00 .. 

Do .. 

1931 2 - ­ - - -­ $333 

1932 2 - ­ - ­ - ­ $1,294 

1933 2 - ­ 57.81 -­ - ­

19341 10,270 32.66 - ­ - ­

19352 30,000 1 127.46 4 $4,464 

1936 2 11,0001 141.60 9 $4,963 

19372 6,6001 118 - - - -

1938 2 28,900 1 115 -­ $4,025 

19392 34,0001 92 - ­ $3,220 

19401 39)400 60 -­ $2,100 
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Table 2--Placer gold production from the
 
Mt. Caribou Mining Oistrict--Continued.
 

I
 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Year Cubic 
Yards 

Gold 
(oz) 

Silver 
(oz) 

Va1ue Notes 

1941 2 41,000 77 -- $2,695 Five placer 
operators. 

1942 1 15,443 33 -­ $1, 155 Two placer 
operators. 

1943 1 3,600 17 -- $595 One placer 
operator. 

1945 1 20,000 35 - - $1,225 One placer 
operator. 

1946 1 12,000 47 - - $1,645 Do .. 

1947' 300 1 - ­ $70 Do .. 

19481 1,5.00 22 - - $770 Do .. 

1949 1 4,000 28 - - $980 Two placer 
operators. 

1951 ' 2,000 4 - ­ - ­

1953 ' - ­ 11 - - - -

1954 1 555 18 - - - -

1955 1 10,000 9 - ­ $315 One placer 
operator. 

1961 1 5,500 9 - ­ - ­

1962 1 21,500 131 - - - ­

1 USBM production files.
 
2 USGS, Mineral Resources of the United States, various
 
years.
 

Lode claims were first located in the Caribou City area in 1874 (Johnson
 
and Carney, 1990, p. 159). St. John (1879, p. 405) also reported on the
I	 early lode mining in the Mt. Caribou (Mt. Pisgah) district. The 
Robinson mine, located in 1874, had a 40-stamp mill which later burned 
(Bell, 1904, p. 39). Bell (1908, p. 44) reported the Robinson was takenI	 over by Corona Consolidated Mines Company. He also reported the Holden 
Group (Monte Cristo Mine) carried high values of copper. 

I 
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County courthouse records show that the Mt. Pisgah mlnlng district was 
formed on July 13, 1878, and was described as follows: "... starting at 
Taylor Creek and running to the mouth of Tincup Creek thence to the 
mouth of Eagle Creek thence to the mouth of Willow Creek thence to 
Keenan City and thence to Iowa Bar the place of beginning." A search of 
courthouse records of Bingham, Caribou, and Bonneville Counties revealed 
498 placer and 491 lode mining claim locations were filed between 1878 
and August 1934. BLM records show 168 placer and 146 lode claims 
currently (1992) in or near the study area. Lode mining companies are 
listed in table 3, and lode production is listed in table 4. 

APPRAISAL OF COMMODITIES EXAMINED 

Lode Gold 

All of the lode gold properties examined are in skarns that formed in 
Ephraim Conglomerate. Most of the skarns are small, less than a few 
hundred tonnes, and discontinuous, but may have resources at depth. 
Only the mines and prospects in the Monte Cristo, Evergreen, and House 
Basin areas have significant copper; the other areas have conspicuous 
absence of copper. All of the lode sample sites, mines, and prospect 
workings are shown on figure 3. For discussion purposes in this report
the study area is divided into five areas containing all of the lode 
mine workings on Caribou Mountain. They are the Robinson mine, 
Pittsburg mine, Monte Cristo mine, House Basin, and North Fork Eagle 
Creek areas. Following are maps and descriptions of properties in these 
areas. 

The Robinson mine area is located in a cirque basin on the east side of 
Caribou Mountain in the E1/2 of sec. 9 and W1/2 of sec. la, T. 4 S., R. 
44 E. (fig. 4). Elevations range from 2,621 m to 2,926 m. Bilk Creek, 
which contains the largest placer gold deposits in the study area, has 
its headwaters in this basin. The mine area is accessed by traveling 
for 51 km along Forest Service Roads 087, 188, and 381 from Alpine, Wyo. 
(about 2 hours). 

The Robinson mine area includes the Robinson, Robinson mill site, 
Austin, Nealon, Oneida, and Iowa patented c1 aims (fig. 5). All are in 
the study area. The Robinson and Austin were surveyed for patent in 
1879 and patented in 1883, while the Nealon, Oneida, and Iowa (also 
known as the Henderson group) were surveyed for patent in 1935 and 
patented in 1939. When the Austin was patented, workings consisted of a 
shaft 15 m deep and two large open cuts. Workings at the Robinson 
claim, at the time of patenting, consisted of one incline and a drift 
13 m in extent, one shaft 12 m deep, one drift 6 m in length, one 
"tunnel" (adit) 12 m long, and four open cuts; there also was a 
blacksmith shop. The Henderson group had a "tunnel" on the Nealon lode 
that was at least 79 m long. Two other claims, the Old Charley and the 
Rusler, were surveyed for patent; they had "tunnels" that were 34 and 81 
m long, respectively. 
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Table 3--Lode mlnlng companies that operated 
in the Mt. Caribou mining district. 

I
 

I
 
I
 

I
 
I
 

I
 
I
 
I
 

I
 

I Company I Year I Property I Notes I 
Corona Consolidated 1907 Robinson mine 
Mines Co. 1 

Caribou Gold and 1921, Monte Cristo 8 unpatented 
Copper Co. ltd. 1 . 2 1922 mine claims, 244 m of 

tunne1, 1 shaft 55 
m deep. 

Onieda South Mining 1921 1 unpatented claim. 
Co. 1 

U.S. Gold-Silver 1921 Monte Carlo and 8 claims under 
Mining &Development Searchlite lease, 488 m of 
Co. 1 claims tunnel. 

Idaho Gold Mining 1894, Robinson mine 4 tunnels totaling
Co. 1.2 1940 335 m, 10-stamp 

mi 11 . 

Bonneville Mining 1929 Oneida South 7 claims. 
Co. 1 property 

Caribou Gold Mines 1915 Robinson mine Assumed ownership 
Co. 2 from Idaho Gold 

Mining Co. Reserves 
of 12,000 tons 
averaging $6.14 per 
ton gold were 
reported at $20.47 
per ounce. 

l Ida ho State Mine Inspectors, Report of the mining districts of Idaho, 
various years. 
2The Mines Handbook, various years. 
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Table 4~-Lode mine production from the
 
Mt. Caribou mining district
 

(Au, gold; Ag, silver; Cu, copper; tons, short tons; lbs, pounds; oz,
 
troy ounce)
 

I Mine I Year I Commod it i es I Amount II 
Robi nson1 

I Robinson, 
Pittsburg, 
Queen & 
Paymaster2 

No1a 81 

Paymaster' 

Monte 

Gold 

Gold, silver 

Gold 

Gold 

Gold, silver,

I
 Cristo,
 
Copper King, 
and Copper 
Queen 2 

Cari bou 1 

? 

1902­
1938 

1933 

1934 

1907­
1947 

1907 

copper 

Copper 

$200,000 

2,121 tons; 721.88 Ol Au, 
18 oz Ag 

Test lot 

Test lot 

approx. 10,000 1bs Cu 3 

Test,shipment 

I The Mines Handbook, various years. 
2 USBM production files. 
3 Mark Steele, owner.
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Robinson Mine Area 

The early history of the Robinson mine, located in 1877 by John 
Robi nson, is unknown except for the patent data. Bell (1904, p. 39) 
reported a 40-stamp mill that had burned down. He also reported that 
Corona Consolidated Mines Company had taken over the Robinson. Weed 
(1916, p. 322) reported Caribou Gold Mines Company owned the Robinson 
mine and it had ore reserves of 10,884 tonnes (12,000 short tons) with a 
grade of $6.14 in gold per short ton (at a price of $20.47 per troy 
ounce). Development consisted of a main "tunnel" of over 122 m, an 85-m 
shaft, and a 10-stamp mill (fig. 6). Campbell (1922, p. 58) reported 
Idaho Mining Company owned the Robinson, and the Mines Register (1940, 
p. 299) reported a 79-m shaft, and 58-m, 76-m, and 122-m "tunnels" 
blocking out 90,700 tonnes (100,000 short tons) of are. Campbell (1941, 
p. 166) reported development of 366 m of workings. 

Weed (1925, p. 956) reported the Oneida South Mining Company had one 
claim, and Rand and Sturgis (1931, p. 920) reported Bonneville Mining 
Company had taken over the Oneida South Mining Company. Assays of $7 to 
$60 per ton were reported. 

The Austin and Robinson lodes are owned by the Steele-Powell Mining 
Group, and th~ Henderson group is owned by Lewis Pitta. Only the 
Robinson mine has recorded production (table 4). 

The Robinson is in a 6-m-thick siliceous zone in the lower Ephraim 
Conglomerate; the zone strikes N. 45° W. and dips 30· SW. Within the 
zone is bedded skarn which is massive and up to 1 m thick (fig. 7). 
Anderson (in press, Colorado School of Mines) describes the skarn as 
light- to medium- green and composed of fine-grained, equigranular, 
andraditic garnet with interstitial quartz. Accessory minerals are 
specular hematite, pyrite, chalcopyrite, sphalerite, limonite, and 
chlorite. Within the skarn are nodules up to 15 cm in diameter which 
are siliceous, and contain specular hematite, garnet, vugs lined with 
euhedral quartz crystals, and siliceous iron oxide pseudomorphs of 
hematite. All of the nodules are heavily iron oxide stained and several 
appear to have been leached. 

The Oneida, Nealon, and Iowa lodes also are on skarn bodies that formed 
in Ephraim Conglomerate. The skarns are composed of garnet, epidote, 
other calc-silicate minerals, specular hematite, magnetite, calCite, and 
iron oxides. The conglomerate in these areas is mostly siltstone to 
sandstone, although near sample site no. 7 it is a typical conglomerate 
with rounded rocks up to 5 em. The skarns are in pods and do not appear 
to be continuous, as at the Robinson mine. Andesite crops out at sample 
sites 2 and 7 (figs. 3 and 4). 

Of the 23 samples (figs. 3 and 4, nos. 1-22 and 86, appendix A) 
collected in this area, 15 had from 100 ppb (0.003 oz/ton) to 10,815 ppb 
(0.316 oz/ton) gold. No other metals were found in anomalous amounts. 

No resources were calculated for this area because the Robinson mine is 
caved and the skarn does not appear to be continuous at the other 
properties. Some resources may remain at the Robinson. 
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Figure 6. Remains of stamp mill at the Robinson mine. These ruins were 
burned by vandals in the fall of 1992. 
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Figure 7. Nodules of skarn in 
Robinson 

Ephraim Conglomerate 
mine. 

at the 
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Pittsburg Mine Area 

The Pittsburg mine area is in a cirque basin on the north side of 
Caribou Mountain in sec. 4,1. 4 S., R. 44 E. (fig. 8). Access is via 
the Robinson m;ne road, then north at the Robinson mine gate for 2.5 km 
to the Pittsburg mine. Elevation ranges from 2,560 m to 2,987 m. 

The Pittsburg probably was mined about the same time as the Robinson; 
they probably are in the same horizon of the Ephraim Conglomerate (fig. 
9). The Pittsburg Mining Company operated the mine from 1902 to 1909 
(USBM files). About 424 m of workings (fig. 10) were mapped in the main 
adit, suggesting much more production than the records show. Johnson 
and Carney (1990) reported there may have been a mill at the Pittsburg, 
but only the remains of a tramway cable were found. 

The Pittsburg adit develops the skarn horizon striking N. 20' to 45° W. 
and dipping 20' to 30' SW. for about 150 m in the Ephraim Conglomerate. 
The bed or horizon of skarn is fairly uniform in thickness, ranging from 
0.62 m to 1.2 m, and has sharp contacts with the siliceous siltstone on 
both footwall and hangingwal1. The skarn consists of garnet, calc­
silicate minerals, iron oxides, specular hematite, calcite, and in 
places, disseminated pyrite. For the most part the skarn is intensely 
sheared, and in some places it is silicified. There are nodules of 
calc-silicate minerals up to 15 cm diameter. 

Of the 35 samples collected (figs. 3, and 8-10, nos. 37-70 and 78,
 
appendix A), 16 possibly would be of minable grade if sufficient ore
 
tonnage was present. They assayed from 345 ppb (0.010 oz/ton) to 11,500
 
ppb (0.336 oz/ton) gold; 13 of the 16 were from the Pittsburg adit.
 
Sample 78 had the highest copper assay, 1.4 percent. No other metals
 
assayed were found in anomalous concentrations.
 

A resource of a few thousand tonnes exists at the Pittsburg mine, but is
 
too small and low grade to be mined by underground methods. If,
 
however, the bed or horizon extends from the Pittsburg to the Robinson
 
mine, a resource of several thousand more tonnes would be present.
 

The nearby lalla Roath lode was first located in 1877 by E. J. Ruth,
 
John Sweeny, and Michael Nealon, surveyed for patent in 1935, and
 
patented in 1939 by Marie Henderson. When surveyed for patent, the
 
improvement was a "tunnel" 69 m long (figs. 8 and 11). Three samples
 
(nos. 66-68, appendix A) taken near the face of the adit assayed
 
insignificant metal values.
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Figure 9. Portal of the Pittsburg mine, 
Conglomerate. 
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