












Most exploration on the Blue Jacket and Duncan Mines (fig. 1, No. 43) was 

done in anticipation of a rai)road being built. When railroad plans were 

abandoned, most mining and exploration ceased. A road built into the region 

in the 1920's resulted in short-lived activity. Interest was not revived 

until 1976, when dri 11 ing began at the B1 ue Jacket Mi ne. Ruggedness and 

remoteness have inhibited development. Additionally, deposits were too small 

to justify construction of a smelter, and too mineralogically complex to 

concentrate for shipment to smelters. 

The only recorded ore production was 102 tons (92 t) containing 22 tons 

(20 t) copper, 1,265 ounces (39.3 kg) silver, and 6 ounces (0.2 kg) gold, 

shipped from the Blue Jacket and Duncan Mines. About 265 ounces (8.2 kg) gold 

were produced from Snake River placer deposits near Kirkwood Creek. An estimated 

270 ounces (8.4 kg) gold were produced from the Crooks Corral Elevated Placer 

(f i g. 1, No. 36). 

Principal Kirkwood Creek deposits are northeast-trending, volcanogenic 

lenses and veins. Veins are as thick as 70 feet (21 m) and can be traced for 

as much as 4,500 feet (1,370 m) along strike and SOD feet (150 m) downdip. 

The deposits are composed of wallrock that contains limonite, malachite, azurite, 

quartz, barite, native copper, chalcocite, chalcopyrite, pyrite, and sphalerite. 

Volcanogenic deposits near Kirkwood Creek have gold-, si1ver-, and copper­

bearing resources of about 2 mi 11 ion tons (1.8 mi 11 ion t) (table I). 

Less important mineral deposits near Kirkwood Creek consist of zones near 

contacts between metavolcanic and basic intrusive rocks. These contain sulfide­

bearing quartz veins or lenses that are less than 2 feet (0.6 m) thick. One 

contains gold-, silver-, and copper-bearing resources totaling 25,600 tons 

(23) 200 t). 
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Imnaha-Salmon Rivers 

Imnaha-Salmon Rivers mineralized area is in the northern part of the 

study area, near the mouths of the Imnaha and Salmon Rivers. Access is by jet 

boat from lewiston, Idaho, or by jeep trail from Imnaha, Oregon. 

Mineralized zones were discovered, and most work done, by 1915. Development 

ceased when a steamboat sank with the equipment for a stampmill. Also, the 

operators recognized that the small, low-grade deposits could not be mined 

profitably. The only recorded production was 2 tons (1.8 t) of ore containing 

3 ounces (93 g) gold shipped from the Pullman Mine (fig. 1, No. 11). 

The principal deposits, copper bearing magnetite-hematite veins and lenses, 

are along shear zones in metamorphosed gabbro and diorite. The zones containing 

the most consistent metal values, are northeast-trending and steeply dipping. 

Other Imnaha-Salmon Rivers deposits include silver-copper bearing volcanogenic 

veins and lenses in rhyolitic-to-andesitic volcanic rocks and a copper-bearing 

tactite in limestone. 

Imnaha-Salmon Rivers occurrences are as much as 10 feet (3 m) thick, and 

600 feet (180 m) long. They have resources totaling 304,660 tons (276,390 t) 

of which 302,500 tons (274,400 t) are of magnetite-hematite veins and lenses 

and 2,160 tons (1,960 t) in volcanogenic deposits (table 1). 

Further work would probably disclose additional resources but is not 

warranted. With present technolo~. copper cannot be recovered economically 

from the magnetite-hematite. Iron is not recoverable because of the small 

size of deposits. Also, the volcanogenic deposits are too remote, small, and 

low-grade to be of economic interest. 
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Rapid River 

Rapid River mines and prospects are near the mouth of West Fork Rapid 

River, in the southeastern part of the study area. They are south by road and 

trail from Riggins, Idaho. 

Most lodes were discovered and claimed by 1900. Most placer claims were 

011 limestone along Rapid River. No mineral production has been recorded. 

Rapid River mineral occurrences consist of a tactite, volcanogenic lenses. 

and mineralized shear zones. They are as much as 14 feet (4.3 m) thick, SOD 

feet (150 m) long, and have gold- and copper-bearing resources totaling 149,750 

tons (135,850 t) (table 1). Additional resources may exist; however.'they are 

probably small and scattered. 

Jackley Mountain 

Jackley Mountain, in the southeastern part of the study area, is near the 

headwaters of West Fork Rapid River, Granite, Copper, Paradise, and Lake Fork 

Creeks. It is north by road from Bear, Idaho. 

Gold-bearing quartz fissure veins were prospected and most of them claimed 

by 1910. They are along a zone that trends northeast from Black Lake to Oxbow 

Creek. The town of Iron Springs was settled in 1903 (fig. 1). However by 

1920, the town and mineral prospects were abandoned because of high mining 

costs caused by short working seasons and poor transportation. The Summit, 

Bald Eagle. and M3id of Erin Mines (fig. 1, Nos. 77, 62, and 76) recorded the 

production of 14,457 tons (13,115 t) of ore containing 7,196 ounces (224 kg) 

gold and 1,491 ounces (46 kg) silver. 
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