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IDAHO BUREAU OF MINES AND GEOLOGY BULLETIN 14, PLATE IX  

t\. GIANT TOADSTOOI, 
Shows the peculiar result of 'weathering of the granite-removal of disintegrated rock from beneath an 

upper indurated crust. 

R. PEDESTAL ROCK 
Perched high on the tapering stem is a large block, hollow on the 
inside. Weathering has rontinued inside the block beneath thesuriace- 
hardened shell. The rock grains loosened by weathering have dropped 

to  the groond, leaving only the outer shell. 





































































































64 BULLETIN 14, IDAHO BUREAU OF MINES AND GEOLOGY 

fluidal banding. Numerous porous streaks occur in the groundmass 
and most of them are partially filled with aggregates of tridymite. This 
mineral constitutes about 20 per cent of the rock. Accessories include 
augite, zircon, apatite, and magnetite. Elsewhere the reddish or pink- 
ish-tinted latites always carry tridymite and the bluish-gray rock always 
carries quartz. Apparently then, color of the rock is a factor of its 
temperature of solidification. A lavender-tinted latite from a small 
remnant of a flow in the City of Rocks area has laths and rounded crys- 
tals of acid andesine and occasionally partially resorbed quartz grains in 
a minutely vesicular groundmass of glass, alternating with streaks' or 
porous zones of tridymite, less commonly associated with minute crys- 
tals of plagioclase, orthoclase, and quartz. A similar reddish-purple 
colored latite above an obsidian base forms the flow west of the Elba 
Basin. It has very few phenocrysts and its main mass is glass dusted 
with hematite and limonite and holding numerous porous or semi- 
porous streaks largely filled with tridymite. In both placek the tridy- 
mite may comprise about one-fourth of the rock. 

Each of the four flows in the scarp east of Oakley were also exam- 
ined. These show no appreciable differences in color, texture, and 
composition. Each flow is reddish tinted, varying from pale lavender- 
gray to distinctly reddish, and each is more or less vesicular, and shows 
flow banding. All, however, do not contain the black glassy base. 
Phenocrysts are acid andesine laths and augite in a glassy to partially 
crystalline groundmass: in either case, with porous streaks and layers 
containing much tridymite. Accessories are the same as in other flows. 
Tridymite also occurs in great abundance in lava in the adjoining Goose 
Creek district, and its rocks are no different from those near Oakley or 
in the Albion Range. 

Rock on the east side of the district shows little microscopic change 
from that-on the west side. A purplish or lavender-tinted rock from 
a small fault scarp southwest of Heglar has scattered plagioclase laths, 
a few augites and rounded quartz crystals, i i  a partially glassy ground- 
mass with porous and crystalline streaks rich in tridymite and also 
carrying a little orthoclase and plagioclase. Some of the black glassy 
lava so widespread east of Raft River Valley is locally rich in pheno- 
crysts composed of andesine laths, many of them broken, and also 
broken quartz grains in a brownish g1a;ssy groundmass with pronounced 
fluidal structure. The rock has no microlites, but has numerous small 
grains of magnetite. 






































































































































































































































